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1. Please briefly share your background and experience with fishing in Alaska. 

As Mayor of Anchorage I saw the potential in Ship Creek, located downtown Anchorage, 

brimming with possibilities as fish from our own hatcheries returned each year. Visitors can now 

buy a license, rent gear, fish and fillet their catch – all just steps from their hotel rooms. Locals 

now have a place with better walkways and creek access and can fish with their families after 

work. Just a few key improvements turned the area into a destination and economic driver in an 

industrial part of downtown Anchorage. Back then we started a project using federal Pacific 

Coastal Salmon recovery dollars to remove culverts, move utilities, open fish passageways and 

even return Chester Creek, that runs through Westchester Lagoon to its natural state as a riparian 

stream, much like it was when Dena’ina people had fish camps along Cook Inlet and called 

Chester Creek “Chanshtnu.” 

 

Over my life in Alaska I have learned with no question the importance of fish to Alaska 

culturally and economically.  Having witnessed changes in availability in certain fish stocks, 

climate change, booming tourism, federal rules, technology growth and outside factors too, I 

took the opportunity during my years in the U.S. Senate to serve on the Commerce Committee 

and then as Chair of the Oceans, Atmosphere, Fisheries and Coast Guard subcommittee or as I 

called it, “the Alaska Committee.”  

 

The biggest lesson learned from my decades of public service and working with every group 

with interest in our fisheries, is that long-term sustainability of our fisheries is achievable with 

good management and the ability to make decisions based on sound science and accurate data. 

Additionally, we need to protect our coastal fishing communities and the waters that sustain both 

people and fish. 

 

 



2. Please describe the importance of our surrounding public lands and waters to tourism in 

your district. In your opinion, what role does maintaining public recreational lands and 

waters play in our future success, economic or otherwise, as a State? 

State land, national parks, federal recreational lands and other public lands serve as travel and 

tourism destinations year-round for domestic and international visitors alike. Over time, these 

areas have developed into major economic engines encouraging small business, employing locals 

and seasonal workers and forming public/private partnerships through federal government 

contracts with concessioners to provide transportation, lodging, food service, rentals and other 

services for visitors. Over the years, roads and infrastructure have been built and use of parks and 

state and federal recreation areas has risen. People have grown to appreciate having access to 

public lands and recreation areas as well as the unique natural landscapes and ecosystems the 

areas were meant to protect.  People come to Alaska for the mountains and the oceans and to try 

their hand at fishing and hunting or flying or hiking in these world renowned areas.    
 

Alaska must advocate for federal investments in federal land and national parks where the 

infrastructure backlog is over $12 billion nationwide, and we must take care of what we have. 

Small businesses should not have to constantly worry about funding and access to public lands 

and recreational areas – that is the job of a leader and their team.   

 

3. Sportfishing in Alaska is a multi-million-dollar industry employing thousands in Alaska, 

both directly and indirectly. In Southeast, visitor industry-related employment accounts for 

21 percent of employment and 14 percent of labor income. The 2015 Marine Recreational 

Information Program’s Fisheries Economics of the United States shows that saltwater 

fishing trip & durable goods expenditures in Alaska were approximately $469.6 million, 

with total sales impacts of $618.9 million. Visitor tax revenue in 2017 brought the State 

$104.8 million and municipalities $82.9 million. With the current drops in oil prices and an 

uncertain future, what role will you play in cultivating and promoting sport fishing tourism 

opportunities if elected or re-elected? 

Even when economic times are tough, Alaska must still invest in travel & tourism marketing and 

continue to find new markets and keep the current market solid. Statewide marketing helps more 

regional and local travel promotion organizations--every aspect of this industry overall, including 

guided fishing trips and lodges. Tourism marketing needs a long-term sustainable funding 

increase.  

 

Tourism and fishing of all kinds depend on reliable transportation. Roads and bridges, airports, 

sea ports and harbors for fishing boats, charters, cruise ships, and the Alaska Marine Highway 

ferry system need constant maintenance and upgrades for safety and reliability. Improvements, 

upgrades and maintenance must be planned and accounted for. I plan to update the Statewide 

Transportation Improvement Program (STIP) to better serve all communities and utilize general 

obligation bonds for long-term capital improvements. These will be called Community 

Investment Bonds and truly serve Alaska communities. 

 

The current nationwide pilot shortage is affecting Alaska too. We need pilots, mechanics and 

others in the aviation industry to work for regional and local airlines to get customers and 

workers out to remote spots. We need to restore funding to University of Alaska Aviation 

School, which is currently taking no new students.  

4. Salmon management relies on a complex web of data collection, research analysis, and 



technical resources which in turn rely on a complete and funded budget. With tightening 

State budgets, the Alaska Department of Fish & Game (ADFG) staff are routinely doing 

the work of more than two people and are unable to devote time to training replacements. 

Do you agree that funding for ADFG should be a legislative priority? Y / N - Please 

explain: 

 

Yes. I have laid out a fiscal plan that will create stability and predictability, and will direct 

ADF&G and other departments to work on priorities we need instead of constantly worrying 

about cuts and cutting positions. Some of the items in my plan include:  

 

Pass my “Invest in Alaska” Program: my plan calls for constitutionally protecting a 

sustainable PFD between $1600 and $1800, inflation-proofing the fund, and guaranteeing long-

term funding certainty for pre-K-12 education. This would free up as much as $1.6 billion (based 

on the current budget) in general fund spending each year.  

 

Reform Delivery of Government Services: There are innovative and creative solutions we 

could use to modernize government and make it more efficient – ultimately saving money. We 

need to restructure departments, eliminate wasteful paperwork, and focus on direct service 

delivery. This is not about cutting budgets, but rather maximizing the use of the available 

resources to deliver the best possible results.  

 

Move From One-Year Budget Process to Two-Year: Moving to a two-year budgeting process 

will help create fiscal stability and certainty. This would also free up government resources that 

are currently constantly focused on planning the next budget and instead allow resources to be 

focused on working the current budget to get the best value. 

 

5. Based on the above question, if personnel funding is not made available, how can ADFG 

ensure junior staff are properly trained before their predecessors retire? 

The State must prioritize workforce development and ensure we are training Alaskans to be 

working in our expanding industries and taking jobs in the State system too. I have seen success 

in the public and private sectors with internships and fellowships, training and workshops, and 

partnerships with the University of Alaska system. We need to value and fund our university and 

career technology programs that already exist.  We can work with these institutions to establish a 

career track program that helps students train for these jobs, and work within the State to find 

creative workers with decades of experience to develop a way to foster and grow talent within.  

 

6. For Incumbents: What budget items, amendments, or bills have you sponsored, co- 

sponsored, or voted in favor of to benefit fisheries development, increase sport fishing 

opportunities, or further the Sportfish Division’s missions of conservation and providing 

harvest opportunity? 

I am not an incumbent and this is my first time running for office at the state level. However, 

during my time on the U.S. Senate Commerce Committee and the Oceans, Atmosphere, 

Fisheries and Coast Guard subcommittee, I prioritized items affecting Alaska fisheries, including 

Electronic Monitoring, reduction of bycatch of Pacific halibut and Chinook salmon, funding for 

collection of scientific data collection for stock assessments, implementing new, mobile ways for 

fishers to report catch data such as using iphones or ipads, and stopping the FDA approval of 

genetically modified salmon. I advocated for continued funding for NOAA, the North Pacific 



Fisheries Management Council, Pacific Salmon Commission, Pacific Coastal Salmon Recovery 

Fund and others.  

 

7. For all candidates: What budget items or bills do you intend to sponsor or support to 

benefit fisheries development, increase sport fishing opportunities, or further the Sportfish 

Division’s missions of conservation and providing harvest opportunity? 

Young Alaskans need help to succeed in Alaska’s fishing industry. This means stronger 

programs in fisheries education and financial support to enter and stay in the business. New and 

increased opportunity is a key component in a set of plans for these beginning fishermen and for 

existing fishermen as they all struggle with big changes in the market, the environment and our 

culture. As Governor I will bring together unique partners such as fishers and tech companies to 

create greater value for the industry that may also be made safer and more efficient. We will 

work with the Division of Economic Development to enhance and strengthen the self-sustaining 

commercial fishing revolving loan program. My administration will work to find ways to reduce 

Alaska transportation costs, one of the main cost drivers impacting processors and ex-vessel 

price. Commercial fisheries need to be represented on the University of Alaska Board of 

Regents, Alaska Industrial Development and Export Authority, and other educational and 

business entities. Alaska also needs access to critical support services such as machinists, 

welders, electricians, and refrigeration techs. And we need to utilize our public education 

institutions to help grow the next generation of the fishing industry in Alaska. 

 

8. In the current climate of low Chinook (king) salmon abundance, Alaskans have raised 

questions about how the State should allocate scarce salmon resources among commercial, 

sport, and subsistence users, and if the existing system is conducive to a healthy fishery. In 

your opinion, when making conservation decisions, how responsive should ADFG be to 

user concerns? 

There is a lot at stake when it comes to Alaska fisheries and hunting grounds. It’s all about 

sustainable food, culture, travel and tourism, environment, ecology, and economy. As governor, I 

understand the importance of reaching out to fishermen, processors, personal use and subsistence 

harvesters and game users across the state to find the most qualified person for Commissioner of 

Fish and Game (ADF&G). We are not all going to agree on everything but we can work harder 

and listen to each other. I know how to do that. Alaska needs an individual committed to getting 

the tough questions answered and who can return ADF&G to a place where world-class fisheries 

biologists want to work. We have the best-managed fisheries in the world, and that all starts with 

ADF&G management.  

 

In addition, as governor, I will install a person in a cabinet-level position who will make fisheries 

their number one priority. I will make listening to commercial fishing, recreational and 

sportfishing groups, and subsistence users their number one task. The Governor must have 

someone close who interacts with the fishing industry every day and brings timely information to 

the administration.  

 


