
Contact Information 

Name: Carol Hafner 

Position you are running for: Democrat for Alaska U.S. Representative 

E-mail: votehafner@tutanota.com 

Phone: 

Website (if applicable): https://CarolHafner.com 

1. Please briefly share your background and experience with fishing in Alaska. 

I have traveled across the United States, Caribbean, Latin America, Europe, and Asia. In many of 
these locations, fishing plays a vital role for food supplies, business, and tourism. I was 
previously a Flight Attendant for Eastern Airlines, and have a strong appreciation for our lakes, 
rivers, and oceans. 

2. Please describe the importance of our surrounding public lands and waters to tourism in 

Alaska. In your opinion, what role does maintaining federal public recreational lands and waters 
play in our future success, economic or otherwise, as a State? 

 
Public lands and waters are vital to both the environment and tourism industry of Alaska being 
nurtured. We absolutely need to maintain these national resources to boost tourism in Alaska, as 
well as providing fishing access for Alaskans. We must dedicate federal funding to expanding 
Alaska tourism and supporting a sustainable fishing industry. 
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3. Sportfishing in Alaska is a multi-million-dollar industry employing thousands in Alaska, 

both directly and indirectly. In Southeast, visitor industry-related employment accounts for 21 
percent of employment and 14 percent of labor income. The 2015 Marine Recreational 
Information Program’s Fisheries Economics of the United States shows that saltwater fishing trip 
& durable goods expenditures in Alaska were approximately $469.6 million, with total sales 
impacts of $618.9 million. Visitor tax revenue in 2017 brought the State $104.8 million and 
municipalities $82.9 million. With the current drops in oil prices and an uncertain future, what 
role will you play in cultivating and promoting sport fishing tourism opportunities if elected or 
re-elected? 

It is important to provide federal funding to help market the Alaska sport fishing tourism 
industry and build such an important part of the economy out even farther. The oil industry poses 
a risk to Alaskan fisheries and is not sustainable. Promoting sport fishing tourism in Alaska is an 
eco-friendly industry that will create jobs and lasting income for Alaska’s communities. 

4. Dozens of watersheds in the Tongass National Forest have been identified as important to 
salmon production and are at risk from incompatible development projects, such as old growth 
logging. These watersheds are important for supporting the fishing industry, the tourism 
industry, and local jobs. Do you support stronger conservation measures for these areas? If so, 
how would you work implement them? If not, why?  

I absolutely support stronger conservation measures to be implemented via new federal salmon 
protection laws. Salmon is a vital part of Alaskan tourism and trade and we cannot allow this key 
component of the Alaska economy and ecosystem to be threatened by irresponsible developers, 
those who put personal profits over the environment, and the needs of the salmon industry. 
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5. Fisheries management in Alaska relies on a complex web of data collection, research 

analysis, and technical resources which in turn rely on a complete and funded budget. With 
proposed cuts to NOAA budgets, staff are routinely doing the work of more than two people and 
are unable to devote time to training replacements. Do you agree that funding for NOAA’s 
National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS) and Oceanic and Atmospheric Research (OAR) 
should be a Congressional priority? Y / N - Please explain: 

Yes, NOAA’s National Marine Fisheries Services and Oceanic and Atmospheric Research must 
be fully funded to provide quality services to the public, and expanded to provide better data on 
unique developments involving Alaska salmon, and other environmental issues. 

6. For Incumbents: What budget items, amendments, or bills have you sponsored, co- 

sponsored, or voted in favor of to benefit fisheries development, increase sport fishing 
opportunities, or further NOAA’s missions of conservation and sustainable management? 

7. For all candidates: What budget items or bills do you intend to sponsor or support to 

benefit fisheries development, increase sport fishing opportunities, or further NOAA’s missions 
of conservation and sustainable management? 

I will introduce legislation to provide expanded federal funding for fisheries and protection zones 
for salmon, subsidize marketing of Alaska tourism activities, and expand NOAA’s conservation 
and sustainable management efforts. 
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