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Contact Information 

Name: Mead Treadwell 

Position you are running for: Governor 

E-mail: 

Phone: 

Website (if applicable): www.treadwellalaska.com 

 

1. Please briefly share your background and experience with fishing in Alaska. 

I came to Alaska for the fishing in 1974—and stayed for it! I’ve caught all species of salmon, 

trout, grayling, pike, and am still working on elusive steelhead and Arctic sheefish. My oldest 
son Tim got addicted to fishing as soon as he could walk. We started fishing dollies off the 
Dupont dock in Juneau and kings on the breadline north of town. Tim rousted me and my wife to 
Sitka last summer for a fantastic catch of silvers and kings on a guide boat crewed by his 
college buddy. William and Natalie, the younger kids, now in college, are also committed 
fisherpeople! 
 
My first job with former Governor Wally Hickel made me a foot soldier in the fight for a 200-mile 
limit. What many folks don’t remember is that battle included the fight for control of our salmon 

in the high seas so we could fight driftnets and by-catch. As Lt. Governor, DEC Deputy 
Commissioner, and Presidentially-appointed chair of the US Arctic Research Commission, I 
have pushed for marine science capacity in Alaska, and have worked with sport and commercial 
fishing groups alike to address shortages in our salmon and halibut returns especially. Our 
trophies include some great fish, but also the good memories of being a prime mover in the 
creation and/or support of marine science centers in Sitka, Juneau, Cordova, Seward, Homer, 
and Barrow, funding of the deep water research vessel Siquliaq, moving much of \ NOAA’s 

science from Seattle to Juneau, and creation of hundreds of millions of dollars of long-term 
funding through the North Pacific Research Board, the Prince William Sound Oil Spill Recovery 
Institute, 
and the Exxon Valdez Oil Spill Trustee Council. 
 
Since I came to the state I have been a member of or supported various sport and commercial 
fishing groups like the Kenai River Sportfishermen, the Alaska Outdoor Council, Trout Unlimited, 
and was an early member of the Alaska Seafood Marketing Institute when it was a membership 
organization. I was honored to receive the Sidney Huntington Award from the Alaska Outdoor 
Council in 2014, and the Lifetime Ocean Leadership Award from the Alaska Sealife Center in 
2018. 
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2. Please describe the importance of our surrounding public lands and waters to tourism in 

your district.  In your opinion, what role does maintaining public recreational lands and 

waters play in our future success, economic or otherwise, as a State? 

In the 1980’s, I helped convince our legislature to establish marine parks in Alaska. In the 

1990’s, as a member of Wally Hickel’s cabinet, I championed the buy-back of land in Alaska’s 

oldest state park, Kachemak Bay State Park. With Exxon Valdez settlement funds, I helped 
protect more habitat. I helped write our forest practices regulations to set buffer zones to protect 
salmon habitat, and participated in dozens of decisions related to our water quality, land use, 
logging and mining permits to make sure fish were protected. Maintaining habitat quality is 
essential, and so is access. Public land and water access is essential to the commercial, 
subsistence, and sport fisheries alike. I chaired the Alaska State Lands Advisory Group, which 
produced a major report on the failures of the federal government to adequately manage or 
devolve Alaska’s lands. Promises that were made to us at statehood have been broken, and as 

governor I will fight to bring home more control over our lands from Washington. 
 

3. Sportfishing in Alaska is a multi-million-dollar industry employing thousands in Alaska, 

both directly and indirectly. In Southeast, visitor industry-related employment accounts 

for 21 percent of employment and 14 percent of labor income.  The 2015 Marine 

Recreational Information Program’s Fisheries Economics of the United States shows that 

saltwater fishing trip & durable goods expenditures in Alaska were approximately $469.6 

million, with total sales impacts of $618.9 million.  Visitor tax revenue in 2017 brought 

the State $104.8 million and municipalities $82.9 million.  With the current drops in oil 

prices and an uncertain future, what role will you play in cultivating and promoting sport 

fishing tourism opportunities if elected or re-elected? 

My appointees to the Board of Fish, the North Pacific Council, and the various treaty and 
research panels will be asked to work first for the fish — expanding abundance. We need to 

keep control within Alaska where ever possible. We need to make sure our boards are 
representative in their makeup so that management decisions reflect the needs of various user 
groups — needs for food, needs for making a business work, needs for recreational 

opportunities. We have to quit losing allocations under the salmon treaty — Alaska’s allocation 

has been sliced again and again for jurisdictions further south, and we manage and provide the 
food for those salmon to grow! I can be tougher. In a time of shortage, we have to make sure 
Alaskans don’t circle the wagons to shoot each other. I will insist on the research we need to get 

better predictability (and hopefully better results) on our returns. 
 
We need to get enough fish back in our rivers on a consistent basis that our reputation as a 
global fishing destination is restored. Years of poor returns have damaged that reputation, and 
risk seriously reducing the flow of tourists and anglers that flock to Alaska each summer. 
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4. Salmon management relies on a complex web of data collection, research analysis, and 

technical resources which in turn rely on a complete and funded budget.  With tightening 

State budgets, the Alaska Department of Fish & Game (ADFG) staff are routinely doing 

the work of more than two people and are unable to devote time to training replacements.  

Do you agree that funding for ADFG should be a legislative priority? 

Y / N - Please explain: 

Yes. We should be taking the money wasted on special sessions and investing that into our 
growth-producing industries. Increasing our scientific capability is essential. We have the tech 
capability we never had before to track landings in real time. We need more independent 
science to take a long-term view as well. I will work to triple the endowed funds available for 
marine research in Alaska so that Fish & Game can have access to the best data and tools in 
addition to staff. 
 

5. Based on the above question, if personnel funding is not made available, how can ADFG 

ensure junior staff are properly trained before their predecessors retire? 

As Lt. Governor, I pushed STEM education so we have more young Alaskans equipped to study 
the sciences, and I pushed that statewide. There are young Alaskans across the state who 
would jump at careers working with fish and wildlife. At ADF&G, when I’m Governor, I’ll work to 

build a strong professional cadre of Alaskans who begin with field experience and have better 
mentorship programs that partner new hires with experienced workers in their unit. I’ll work with 

the Universities to help that process along. I’ll work for biennial budgeting, so agencies have a 

better view of their resources, too. 
 

6. For Incumbents: What budget items, amendments, or bills have you sponsored, co-

sponsored, or voted in favor of to benefit fisheries development, increase sport fishing 

opportunities, or further the Sportfish Division’s missions of conservation and providing 

harvest opportunity? 

 

 

7. For all candidates: What budget items or bills do you intend to sponsor or support to 

benefit fisheries development, increase sport fishing opportunities, or further the 

Sportfish Division’s missions of conservation and providing harvest opportunity? 

 

I will focus on getting funds for reduction of commercial effort, such as with set-nets in Cook 
Inlet, supported by both sport and commercial organizations. I will be tough on the Salmon 
Treaty to make sure Alaska is treated fairly — we haven’t been. I will work to triple endowments 

for marine research, looking at criminal and civil settlements and other sources, such as the 
Dinkum Sands funds which established the North Pacific Research Board. I will push the new 
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electronic fishing license program to expand to an app which will give better reporting on fish 
take around the state. I will insist on appropriate, unbiased science, to better understand our 
hatchery programs effects on overall carrying capacity in the ocean. I will work with all fishing 
user groups to make sure our managers understand needs, and try to get a better plan for 
management so all participants can plan. 
 

8. In the current climate of low Chinook (king) salmon abundance, Alaskans have raised 

questions about how the State should allocate scarce salmon resources among 

commercial, sport, and subsistence users, and if the existing system is conducive to a 

healthy fishery.  In your opinion, when making conservation decisions, how responsive 

should ADFG be to user concerns? 

 

When we point to the fact that fishing is Alaska’s largest employer, we need to remember this 

includes guides and support for sport fishing as well as commercial fishing. In time of shortage, 
we need to work together and fairly allocate in a way that user groups can plan — and stay in 

business. I start with the fish — unless enough fish return to the rivers, we’re not doing our job. 

ADFG needs to manage for abundance, and the only way to do that well is to listen to the 
testimony of user groups, improve our science, share our information. As Lieutenant Governor, I 
urged Fish & Game to take traditional knowledge into account when designing their sampling 
and harvesting methods. Transparency is important. Trust is important. I am in no one group’s 

pocket, and I understand that all groups need to make a living and get their food. 


